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Louisiana is worth more than 

being the dumping ground for 

every major polluter on the 

planet. As we take the first steps 

to develop a strong economy, 

we will continue to protect our 

home.
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LETTER 
FROM OUR 
DIRECTOR

In 2022, our six years of work in St. 

James Parish paid off.  While Formosa 

Plastics is not dead yet, the legal 

and public relations setbacks we’ve 

created have left its future in doubt. In 

partnership with RISE St. James and 

Inclusive Louisiana, we have soundly 

defeated Wanhua Chemical, South 

Louisiana Methanol and the expansion 

of Nucor Steel. 

These victories take on greater 

significance given St. James Parish’s 

role as an epicenter of a planned 

petrochemical onslaught in our state; 

industry and our state government 

have a plan to build or expand 111 new 

facilities in the next decade. But we are 

stopping them, thanks to the support of 

our community partners and donors. 

We invite you to continue to support us 

or to join us for the first time.  You can 

help connect us with decision makers, 

funding sources, researchers, journalists 

or people who have technical skills that 

we can put to use. Protecting our state 

from the petrochemical industry and 

pivoting to something different will take 

all of us. 

We are grateful for all you have made 

possible in the past year. Read on to 

learn what we have done together.

Anne Rolfes
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    For the first time ever, a Louisiana 

judge (Honorable Tracy White) reversed 
a permitting decision by revoking the 

LDEQ’s issuance of Formosa air permits. 

STATUS OF FACILITIES 
THREATENING ST. 
JAMES PARISH

Formosa Plastics Sunshine 
Project, stalled since 2020

South Louisiana Methanol, 
stopped, 2022

Nucor Steel Expansion, 
stopped, 2021

Wanhua, stopped, 2019

    Our Title VI Civil Rights complaint  

(thank you Tulane Environmental 

Law Clinic!) resulted in the 
Environmental Protection Agency taking 

unprecedented action. Its Civil 

Rights Division is addressing systemic 

racism within the Louisiana Department 

of Environmental Quality (LDEQ). 

       

       

       

              

ST. JAMES 
PARISH
MILESTONES
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protect their homes and our state. 

Formosa Plastics is on pause today due 

to a judge’s ruling and action by the 

Army Corps of Engineers. In the heat 

of the battle, when Formosa looked 

unstoppable,  we were in St. James 

Parish several times each week. We 

spoke every day with our community 

partners and engaged technical experts 

- a civil rights lawyer, cartographer, 

drone operator and many others. We 

hounded the media to cover the story, 

flipping what looked like a sure thing 

into a controversial project.

We are worth more than being the 

dumping ground for every major polluter 

on the planet. Louisiana deserves better, 

and stopping terrible ideas like Formosa 

Plastics is the first step to getting there. 

When the Governor of Louisiana 

announced plans for Formosa Plastics 

in the spring of 2018, the idea that we 

could beat it was an audacious one. 

Company representatives were regularly 

in the parish flattering public officials, 

even speaking at a Black history month 

event.

But we knew better. By the time 

Formosa got to town, we had been 

collaborating with St. James residents 

for two years. We had built a powerful 

foundation and the confidence that, 

despite daunting odds, we could work 

with St. James residents to help them 

FORMOSA 
PLASTICS
FROM SURE THING 
TO SHAKY GROUND
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MEET OUR 
DEDICATED
STAFF

We are proud of the team we have 

assembled. One member of our staff 

is a former oil industry worker. Half are 
people of color; half are white. We are 

women-led and have staffers in each 

generation, with some in their 20s, 

others in their 60s and every decade 

in between. Six were born and raised 

in Louisiana, and four bring us wisdom 

and energy from other parts of the U.S. 

All are playing our part in moving this 

critical work forward. 

(Staff left to right: Lenora, Dana, Hope, 
Jack, James, Susan, Anne, Lou, Sheila, 
and Shreyas.)



9

LOUISIANA BUCKET BRIGADE IMPACT REPORT 2022

Louisiana Bucket Brigade 

has been with us from the 

beginning of our fight, 

offering support and taking 

part in our community 

actions. They’ve connected 

us to and contributed 

resources that have been 

instrumental in our mission 

to protect our community 

and grow sustainable and 

equitable career options.

Joy Banner , 

Co-Founder of The Descendants Project

“
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https://labucketbrigade.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/SpeedOverSafety.pdf


https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/sep/20/formosa-sunshine-project-louisiana-rachel-buena-vista-plantation-taiwan


https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/sep/20/formosa-sunshine-project-louisiana-rachel-buena-vista-plantation-taiwan






https://www.facebook.com/labucketbrigade/
https://twitter.com/labucketbrigade?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.instagram.com/labuckets/?hl=en

