December 19, 2025

Mr. Charles Jang

President

Hyundai Steel Louisiana

Via email: csjang@hyundai-steel.com

Dear Mr. Jang:

We write on behalf of Rural Roots Louisiana, a grassroots organization based in Ascension
Parish with members who live in Modeste.

It has come to their attention that there is heavy equipment on the Germania Plantation near what
archeologists have confirmed is a sugar mill tower. We understand this is land that the state
proposes to lease to Hyundai for your steel mill. The sugar mill tower is one of several
important historic and cultural assets remaining on the site. Our clients are concerned that the
observed equipment will be used in the process of removing cultural assets and artifacts,
including but not limited to the sugar mill tower.

While our clients are always vigilant about protecting these assets, they are especially concerned
about activity over the holiday season. The matter is urgent given the October 2025 destruction
of the cabins on the Mulberry Grove site, also to be leased by Hyundai. You did state publicly in
October, that you would ensure no more cabins would be destroyed and that Hyundai takes
“historical and cultural preservation seriously.” Our clients request similar assurance on the
other assets on property in Modeste targeted for Hyundai’s development. Your assurance is also
needed given that the holidays and end of year can be an active time for industry and a
vulnerable time for communities.

We request confirmation from you by 10 AM ET on Tuesday, December 23™ that these assets
will not be disturbed. Note that, due to the urgent nature of this issue, and what has already been
lost, our clients will be sharing this letter with the media.

Sincerely,

David Bookbinder Pam Spees

Director of Law & Policy Senior Staff Attorney
Environmental Integrity Project Center for Constitutional Rights
dbookbinder@environmentalintegrity.org pspees(@ccrjustice.org

cc:

Brian E. Ostahowski, MA, RPA
Archaeologist and District Tribal Liaison
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District



Regional Planning and Environment Division, South
Brian.E.Ostahowski@usace.army.mil

Jaime Loichinger

Director

Office of Federal Agency Programs
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
Email: jloichinger@achp.gov

Nicole Hobson-Morris

Executive Director

Louisiana State Historic Preservation Office
Email: nmorris@crt.la.gov

Sandra Stokes

Chair of Advocacy

Louisiana Landmarks Society
sandrastokes.NOLA @outlook.com

Brian Davis
Louisiana Trust for Historic Preservation
bdavis@lthp.org

Christopher Cody

Associate General Counsel

National Trust for Historic Preservation
CCody(@savingplaces.org

Hyo Joon Park

Senior Manager

North America Steel Business Planning Team
hyojoonl4@hyundai-steel.com

Additional Hyundai Staff (Titles not available)

shl@hvyundai-steel.com, minjonglee@hyundai-steel.com, inikim@hyundai-
steel.com, cvi941@hyundai-steel.com




